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Synopsis

With a new preface by the author & ¢A As featured in the upcoming motion picture Everest, starring
Jason Clarke, Josh Brolin, John Hawkes, Robin Wright, Emily Watson, Keira Knightley, Sam
Worthington, and Jake Gyllenhaal A & cel can tell you that some force within me rejected death at

AN

the last moment and then guided me, blind and stumblingé "quite literally a dead man walkinga "into
camp and the shaky start of my return to life.4 « A In 1996 Beck Weathers and a climbing team
pushed toward the summit of Mount Everest. Then a storm exploded on the mountain, ripping the
team to shreds, forcing brave men to scratch and crawl for their lives. Rescuers who reached
Weathers saw that he was dying, and left him. Twelve hours later, the inexplicable occurred.
Weathers appeared, blinded, gloveless, and caked with icea "walking down the mountain. In this
powerful memoir, now featuring a new Preface, Weathers describes not only his escape from
hypothermia and the murderous storm that killed eight climbers, but the journey of his life. This is
the story of a mana ™s route to a dangerous sport and a fateful expedition, as well as the road of
recovery he has traveled since; of survival in the face of certain death, the reclaiming of a family and
a life; and of the most extraordinary adventure of all: finding the courage to say yes when life offers
us a second chance. A Praise for Left for Dead A & ceRiveting . . . [a] remarkable survival story . . .
Left for Dead takes a long, critical look at climbing: Weathers is particularly candid about how the
demanding sport altered and strained his relationships.4 *a4 "USA Today A & ceUltimately, this

engrossing tale depicts the difficulty of a mana ™s struggle to reform his life.a «a "Publishers Weekly
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| have read several accounts about the 1996 disaster on Everest, and was eager to read Beck
weather’s version. | think the book can be divided into three parts: an account of his climb (Part 1),
the story of his recovery (Part 1), and how the event has changed his life and given him new
perspective (Part lll). Part | was enthralling, although | was somewhat disappointed that it did not
contain more detail as seen through his eyes. Part Il was very slow and agonizing reading. | am
glad that | stuck with it as | found Part Ill somewhat redeeming. The organization of the book is
frustrating. Certainly, it was worthwhile to hear other perspectives from Beck’s family and friends,
but there could have been a better way to incorporate this information other than sticking quotes in
places that often times seemed not to make sense. If you a a true Everest addict, this is a must
read. But if you are looking for something as well written as Krakauer's INTO THIN AIR, then this is

not the book for you.

Having read just about all the books that are out regarding the 1996 Everest expedition | didn’'t have
much hope that Dr. Weathers would have anything much to add. But | was wrong, | was surprized
by his openness and surprised too to hear the rest of his story. It's an amazing story in more ways
than one. Dr. Weathers has a way of writing that is very personal, almost like you could hear him
speaking. | enjoyed his droll sense of humor, dotted though out the book and learing how his
mountaineering career got started, the training that he did. | liked the comments from his wife and

kids | though they added another dimension to the story.

Beck Weathers story could be the most incredible individual survivor-story in the history of Mt.
Everest and possibly in history. The first-person account of what he went through is worth the
purchase price of the book. One definitely learns a few things about the various participants that
tragic season that aren’t in the other published accounts. Like most people have said in their review
of the book, the last half was BORING. It's a fairly entertaining read right up to the point that he is in
a Kathmandu hospital and then he manages to bore us to death with his family life. The thing about
it is that this is such a recurring theme in mountaineering. A climber’s first love is the mountains.
Everything and everyone else take a back seat to the climb. Basically, this was Beck Weathers’
problem and he was only able to see the value in his family when he thought he would die. | mean,
you’re somewhat happy for the guy that he has re-evaluated his life and discovered what's most
important to him, but it’s difficult not to think that if he hadn’t have been such a selfish bastard to
begin with, none of it would have ever happened. Like | said, the parts of the book that detail his

experience on Everest were riveting, but the rest of the book could have been left out.



The first 120 pages of this book are mesmerizing. They deal with the climb from his prespective. His
writing style and comments can be very humorous at times in dealing with this massive trauma he
was facing. Clearly, he looked death in the eye and has come out a better man. | started this late at
night and couldn’t put it down until | finished this section.The rest of the book deals with his family
relationships (poor) and his early struggles with depression. There is no question this reads slower
but | am still glad | read it. Clearly, his marriage was on the rocks from his noncaring attitude and he
admits as much. Climbers may not like this part of the book but if you are involved in a intense
personal relationship but have lived your life as an "A" type individual, read this to learn what might
happen to you. At one point, he admits the accident was a positive experience for his interpersonal
relationships even though he lost his hands. That's a powerful statement.This book has something
for everyone but maybe not enough for any particular type person. | applaud Beck Weathers and
wish him, his wife and his kids well. | enjoyed the book but make sure you're ready for both sides of
the story. Hard core climbers who are only in it for the thrill may be disappointed with Beck’s life

lessons.

To date, the books about the 1996 tragedy on Everest have told this story from the perspective of
other climbers. At last, Beck Weathers tells us what happened to him as HE remembers it. If you've
read other books on this subject and thought that anyone who does this sort of climbing must be a
bit crazy, this book is for you. With the perspective of time, pain, and recovery, he analyzes his own
reasons for climbing high and shares very personally what this addiction did to his personal life. |
developed a keen interest in this story because our daughter has worked with Beck’s brother at
Medical City Dallas for many years. She filled us in on Beck’s progress through recovery and
reconstructive surgery. Also, we lost a friend on K2 about the same time. Wanting to understand
what drives a person to expend the money and energy to make so dangerous a climb and to go
where a human cannot exist, | began to read every book | could find about this subject. Now I've
conquered Everest seven times-vicariously! However, Beck Weathers descriptions of the
geographical features and meteorological quirks of the mountain refined my mental pictures. His
experience is a miracle, and it will convince you that the human spirit can rise above most anything!
Happy reading!
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